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  HOW DID YOU LEARN TO RIDE A BIKE? 
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 Most of us learned first by observing others riding bicycles, whether older 

siblings or children in the neighbourhood. We had seen other people ride, and became 

convinced we could also do that. Our first bicycle came with training wheels. Some adult 

usually was behind us holding us up and even pushing us and we began the process of 

riding the bicycle. We were on the bike, but another was doing most of the work for us. 

After sufficient practice with the training wheels, the day arrived when the adult in our 

life took those wheels off of the bicycle. On this day he was very close behind us ready 

to grab the bicycle in case we had an accident. On this day we were finally doing most of 

the work on moving the bike. By remembering this simple illustration, I would like to 

draw your attention with reference to Christian perspectives. 

 Being a Christian and serving in ministry is a similar process. Paul and Timothy 

illustrate clearly the role of the mentor and disciple. In many ways, we learn to serve 

Jesus like we learn to ride a bike. 

 We learn what it would like to be a Christian by observing others exercising their 

faith. We watch them in their participation to the church worship. We are fortunate to 

watch them in daily life living-out their faith. We watch people serve Jesus and learn by 

observation. Then the day comes when we are invited to participate in the ministry of 

Christ. Perhaps that is why Jesus sent the disciples out two by two. Our first “adventures 

in serving Jesus” were usually done in places where people were close by, who could 

help us in a moment of crisis. After ministry at this level, we are ready to do so. 

 The people who have mentored us in the faith now watch us express our faith and 

ministry. They do so from a distance but still are there encouraging us and praying for 

us. I had experienced in doing God’s ministry. It is a wonderful way to teach new 

generation how to grow in the faith, and how to reach out in love and serve to the world. 

There is a question in my mind asking, “Are you ready to be a mentor in the faith?” It is 

the right time, and brings many rewards and joys.  How long has it been since you took 

someone under your wing, and showed them how to live for Jesus Christ? What a 



2 
 

wonderful way to serve the Lord by raising up a person to work in the church or 

ministry! Is there any person you can invite to train in God’s ministry? Remember who 

guided you through this growing process? Have you ever deeply realized that how close 

you were to Jesus? Let us know that God has purpose and faith in you to have a great 

success in the ministry. 

 


