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THE POOR SOUL OF THE RICH 
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Hundred years ago, Ellen G. White asked a crucial 

question with strong statement, “We talk and write much of the 

neglected poor; should not some attention be given also to the neglected rich?” Sounds 

astonishing, isn‟t it? But, the more shocking is, those neglected rich are still neglected 

even after one hundred years. 

One fine day when I visited Siliguri town during my practical ministry in 2018, 

unlike the other days, lots of questions came to me. I asked myself, why only handful of 

attempts were made to evangelize the rich people? It hurt my feelings. Of course, the 

poor people really need helps physically, spiritually and mentally. However, that does 

not mean that the rich people need no gospel. No, indeed they also need Jesus Christ, the 

saviour.  

I often heard someone‟s saying, “The contemporary mission work should reach 

the poor people.” I believe there is no point of disagreeing with that. However, I feel that 

our mission work is much more focus to the poor than the rich people. We can go for 

google and books, check by ourselves whether this claim is valid or not. No doubt, the 

result will be the same. There are numbers of writings and methods to do mission work 

among the poor. Meanwhile, we hardly find how to reach, the rich people and people of 

higher status in the society with the gospel. This is a painful truth. 

I browse through some of the books which deal on urban mission with lots of 

expectation, an expectation that will suggest a reliable sources and strategies for doing 

mission to the rich people, but unfortunately, almost all the books will only deal on 

mission to the poor and to the lower class people. The contemporary mission focus even 

in the urban mission is still good news to the poor. It is very much necessary to do 

mission among the poor. It is also imperative to feed the poor and let the oppressed free. 

This is unavoidable task for the Christians. However, Christian mission must also deal 

with the rich and the people of higher status because they are also loved by God, whom 

we are trying to please by feeding the poor. 

In fact, whom do we expect to help the poor? Aren‟t the rich people? Who 

oppressed the poor? Aren‟t the rich people? This question itself answered how much 

evangelism to the rich people is needed. Let me take the story of Zacchaeus, a tax 

collector under the Roman Empire (Lk. 19:1-10). He was considered to be a corrupted 

one. One day, Jesus visited him and came to his house. The acts of Jesus impressed 

Zacchaeus, and he decided to follow Jesus and declared his faith in him. How interesting 

was the consequence! He said, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the 
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poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 

(Lk. 19:8). Is not this good news to the poor? What brings that good news to the poor 

from the same rich tax collector? Isn‟t the knowledge of Jesus and the Zacchaeus‟s 

believing in Jesus? 

Ellen G. White rightly claimed that, “Many looks upon this class as hopeless. 

Thousands of wealthy men have gone to their graves unwarned because they have been 

judged by appearance and passed by as hopeless subjects.” This seems to be so true even 

in this contemporary context. Many missionaries, mission agencies and organizations 

look at the rich people as unreachable or hopeless. Not only that, many of the 

missiologists and theologians are also seems te be not interested in evangelizing the 

people of higher class. As mentioned before, there are very less writings which deal on 

reaching the rich people with the gospel. But in reality, these people also really need 

Jesus Christ for their salvation.  

There could be many reasons for not reaching them with the gospel. Factors like 

our social status and economic status might be one of the main reasons for that. India is a 

junction of pluralistic cultures, a combination of complicated societies. Majority of the 

people have religious belief and social system which is grasped by the caste system. 

Being a minor community member, it is difficult to think evangelizing them. Some high-

class people might not even want to listen to the low-class people like us. Possibly our 

social status may become a big hindrance and major issue to stop us from taking steps. 

Besides this, another crucial factor is our economic status. In fact, a tribal people like us 

are looked down by them. It is acceptable that evangelism work to the rich people is not 

easy and a huge challenge for us. 

Because of these reasons, many people are surrendering themselves to do 

evangelism among the rich people. We have a feeling of inferiority to work among them. 

Yes, it is true that we are socially and economically regard as lower and minor to them. 

However, that should not stop us doing mission among the rich people. We need to 

change our perspectives and try to see in a different way. It is obvious that, if we change 

our perspectives, we will be able to see and find out the possibilities to reach them. 

In fact, it is not surprising to see a difficult future of the Christianity if we failed 

to reach the rich and higher status people with the gospel. In some western places, it is 

even said that „Christianity is a religion of the poor.‟ It sounds awkward. But it can 

happen all over the world. In India as well, we have never heard such kind of words to 

coin with Christianity till now, but if someone said that, I don‟t think that we could claim 

against on it. 

We do mission works in the city, there are number of missionaries and agencies 

presently working in the big cities in India. However, only a few have proper plan and 

strategy to reach the high-class people. Most of them are just focusing and concentrate 

their mission among the poor as it has already been said. It is hundred percent okay to do 

mission among the poor, no objection for that. But this small article wants to appeal that 
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we, the Christian needs to open our eyes to see the importance of doing mission work 

among the rich people and reaching them with the gospel of Jesus Christ. If we 

continually fail to acknowledge the importance of this, the future of Christianity might 

not bright at all. We can block our own way for doing mission among the poor too.  

The rich people are much more influential than the poor in every society. They 

are decision maker; their thoughts and philosophy became a driving force in every place 

and every tribe. This reason alone is also enough to do mission among them. If we want 

to change the nation, it is a must to reach the rich people with the gospel of Christ. Yes, 

it is a big challenge; it may take lots of courage and times. But we should not surrender 

ourselves for this task. We need to be optimistic and thoughtful to do a meaningful 

mission works among the high-class people. We may find bunches of reasons not to get 

involves in this task. We may also think that we are not qualified and fit enough for this 

task. Okay, what we need to know is changing the heart of people is not human efforts at 

all, it is the works of the Holy Spirit. Human effort is only one of the instruments, unless 

the Holy Spirit work, no human being has authority to change one‟s heart. Therefore, we 

should not lose our hope on the works of the Holy Spirit and not getting weary for doing 

mission among them. 

If we keep fighting for Jesus, we have hope for victory. If we don‟t fight or stop doing, 

what should we hope for? Hope is none other than what drives the people. Until and 

unless a person has lost hope for future, live has its meaning. When that hope comes to 

an end, it brings very unwanted result. By knowing that it is not us but the Holy Spirit 

who will change the heart of the people, let us encourage ourselves to do mission among 

the rich people. They might physically and economically richer and more privileged but, 

their soul is still poor, just like us they also need Jesus. 


