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Introduction 

The issue whether salvation cannot or can be lost is a continuing debate among various 

churches. Basically, there are two camps — one advancing the understanding that 

salvation cannot be lost, and the other refuting such a belief. Salvation in the sense of 

justification is purely Pauline, and the most quoted Pauline text, in support of either of 

the views, is 1 Cor 5:1-5, where Paul states that the spirit of the disciplined person by the 

church ―may be saved in the day of the Lord.‖ Thus this article is basically an exegetical 

study of the said Pauline text so as to understand and interpret 1 Cor 5:1-5 in Pauline 

terms. However, before doing so, the meaning of salvation, major churches‘ 

understanding of salvation, and fewoften quoted biblical passages either in defending or 

rejecting the belief that salvation cannot or can be lost are first discussed in brief. 

1. Defining Salvation 

The word ―salvation‖ is the translation of the Greek wordswthri,a(soteria) which is 

derived from the wordswth,r(soter) meaning ―saviour.‖
2
 The verbal form of the word 

is sw,|zw(sodzo) meaning ―save, rescue, deliver; keep save, preserve; cure, make 

well.‖
3
In theology, thus the study of salvation is called soteriology;its major use is to 

denote a work of God on behalf of humanity, and as such it is a major doctrine of the 

Bible which includes redemption, reconciliation, propitiation, conviction, repentance, 

faith, regeneration, forgiveness, justification, sanctification, preservation, and 

glorification.
4
 At times salvation is understood, in a narrower sense, as ―[t]he 

deliverance, by the grace of God, from eternal punishment for sin which is granted to 

those who accept by faith ... in the Lord Jesus.‖
5
 This narrower meaning of salvation is 

predominantly understood as ‗justification‘ in theological term. Though salvation and 

justification are not identical in their true sense of the terms, yet they are closely related, 

especially when salvation is understood in its narrower sense. Salvation, in this paper, 

does not bear the broader soteriological outlook but takes the narrower sense, thus at 

times salvation and justification are interchangeably used in the paper. 

                                                           
1
He is Associate Professor of New Testament and the Academic Dean at the Academy of Integrated 

Christian Studies, Aizawl. 
2
https://bible.org/article/soteriology-doctrine-salvation (21/3/2017). 

3
 Barclay M. Newman, Jr., A Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament (Stuttgart: United 

Bible Societies, 1971; German Bible Society, 1993), 177, in United Bible Societies, The Greek New 

Testament, Fourth Revised Edition, 1944. 
4
https://bible.org/article/soteriology-doctrine-salvation (21/3/2017). Biblical theology would widen the 

scope of salvation and talk about its temporal or physical and spiritual dimensions, drawing inferences 

from the Old Testament and New Testament. Cf. William T. Arnold, ―Salvation,‖ Baker’s Evangelical 

Dictionary of Biblical Theology (1996), http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/salvation/(21/3/2017). 
5
http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-doctrine-salvation.html (20/8/2016). 

https://www.theopedia.com/Theology
https://bible.org/article/soteriology-doctrine-salvation
https://bible.org/article/soteriology-doctrine-salvation
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/salvation/(21/3/2017)
http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-doctrine-salvation.html


2 
 

2. Salvation: Major Church Traditions’ Views 

Christian traditions answer questions about the nature, function and meaning of 

salvation, in the sense of justification, quite differently. These issues include: Is salvation 

an event occurring instantaneously or is it an ongoing process? Is salvation effected by 

divine action alone (monergism),
6
 or by divine and human action together (synergism)?

7
 

Is salvation permanent, or can it be lost? What is the relationship of salvation to 

sanctification, the process whereby sinners become righteous and are enabled by the 

Holy Spirit to live lives pleasing to God? Such questions are answered differently by 

different church traditions, and some of which are briefly discussed below:
8
 

2.1. Catholics 

To Catholics, justification is ‗a translation, from that state wherein human is born a child 

of the first Adam, to the state of grace, and of the adoption of the sons of God, through 

the second Adam, Jesus Christ, our Saviour,‘ including the transforming of a sinner from 

the state of unrighteousness to the state of holiness. This transformation is made possible 

by accessing the merit of Christ, made available in the atonement, through faith and the 

sacraments. The Catholic Church teaches that ―faith without works is dead‖ and that 

works perfect faith. 

In Catholic theology, all are born in a state of original sin, meaning that the sinful nature 

of Adam is inherited by all. Following Augustine, the Catholic Church asserts that 

people are unable to make themselves righteous; instead, they require justification. 

Catholic theology holds that the sacrament of baptism, which is closely connected to 

faith, "purifies, justifies and sanctifies" the sinner; in this sacrament, the sinner is "freed 

from sin."This is termed initial justification or "being cleansed of sin", the entrance into 

the Christian life. Catholics use Mark 16:16, John 3:5, and Acts 2:38 to support this view 

in justification by baptism. 

As the individual then progresses in Christian life, s/he continues to receive God's grace 

both directly through the Holy Spirit as well as through the sacraments. This has the 

effect of combating sin in the individual's life, causing the believer to become more 

righteous both in heart and in action. If one falls into mortal sin s/he loses justification 

and it can be regained through the sacrament of confession. 

                                                           
6
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At the Final Judgment, the individual's works will then be evaluated. At that time, those 

who are righteous will be shown to be so. This is the permanent justification. Thus 

Catholics view salvation as a process: justification – sanctification – glorification.
9
 

2.2. Anglican/Episcopal 

Anglican often follow Catholicism and Orthodoxy in believing that both human and God 

are involved in justification. ―Justification has an objective and a subjective aspect‖. The 

objective is the act of God in Christ restoring the covenant and opening it to all people. 

The subjective aspect is faith, trust in the divine factor, and acceptance of divine mercy. 

Apart from the presence of the subjective aspect there is no justification. People are not 

justified apart from their knowledge or against their will. Justification, the establishment 

of a relationship with God through Christ, and sanctification go hand in hand. 

2.3. Methodism 

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, held the view that God‘s work in us consisted 

of ‗prevenient grace,‘
10

 which undoes the effects of sin sufficiently that we may then 

freely choose to believe. An individual‘s act of faith then results in becoming part of the 

body of Christ, which allows one to appropriate Christ‘s atonement for oneself, erasing 

the guilt of sin. However, once the individual has been so justified, one must then 

continue in the new life given; if one fails to persevere in the faith and in fact falls away 

from God in total unbelief, the attachment of Christ – and with it, justification – may be 

lost. 

2.4. Lutherianism 

Martin Luther believed that salvation is a gift of God‘s grace, attainable only through 

faith in Jesus. Faith, for Luther, is a gift from God, and faith grasps Christ‘s 

righteousness and appropriates it for the believer. Lutherans thus believe that individuals 

receive salvation through faith alone. Saving faith is the knowledge of, acceptance of, 

and trust in the promise of the Gospel. This saving faith itself is seen as a gift of God, 

created in the hearts of Christians by the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word and 

Baptism. For Lutherans, justification provides the power by which Christians can grow 

in holiness. Such improvement comes about in the believer only after s/he has become a 

new creation in Christ. This improvement is not completed in this life: Christians are 

always ―saint and sinner at the same time‖ – saints because they are holy in God‘s eyes, 

for Christ‘s sake, and do works that please him; sinners because they continue to sin until 

death. 

2.5. Reformed 
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John Calvin‘s understanding of justification agrees, to a large extent, with Martin 

Luther‘s view of justification. Calvin expanded this understanding by emphasizing that 

justification is a part of one‘s union with Christ. The centre of Calvin‘s soteriology is 

‗union with Christ.‘ To Calvin, one is united to Christ by faith, and all of the benefits of 

Christ come from being united to him. Therefore, anyone who is justified will also 

receive all of the benefits of salvation, including sanctification. Thus, while Calvin 

agreed in substance with Luther‘s ―simultaneously saint and sinner‖ formulation, he was 

more definite in asserting that the result of being justified is a consequent sanctification. 

Unlike Luther, Calvin saw justification as a permanent feature of being connected to 

Christ: since, for Calvin, people are attached to Christ monergistically, it is therefore 

impossible for them to lose justification if indeed they were once justified. 

2.6. Baptist
11

 

Baptists believe that the Bible teaches that all human beings have chosen to sin, that is, 

to disobey God. The consequence of sin is eternal death, and human beings are not 

capable of saving themselves from this plight. God, out of love for humankind, has 

provided salvation (John 3:16). God‘s gift of salvation is available through faith in his 

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. By his life and by his death on the cross, Jesus offers a way 

from eternal death to eternal life – an expression of God‘s grace. Baptists claim that 

salvation is available only through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. They 

believe that the eternal destiny of all persons depends on their faith response to God‘s 

grace gift of Jesus. The way of salvation is walked by faith (Galatians 2:16-20). The 

process of salvation results in changed lives, not only for ‗the hereafter,‘ but also for ‗the 

here and now.‘ Good works do not result in salvation, but salvation is to result in good 

works (Ephesians 2:10).  

While Baptists agree that the Bible teaches that salvation is always and only by grace 

through faith alone, they have differed on how grace and faith are involved in salvation. 

For example, not all Baptists have agreed on the relationship of God‘s sovereignty and 

humanity‘s free will. Some Baptists believe that the Bible sets forth both God‘s 

sovereignty and humanity‘s freedom of choice. Stressing on human‘s free will these 

Baptists, for example, the American Baptist Convention of USA, hold the opinion that a 

person has the freedom of choice whether to or not to respond in faith to God‘s grace gift 

of salvation, and they deny the permanency of salvation. Another group of Baptists, 

stressing on God‘s sovereignty, claim that only those whom God in his grace has 

predestined for salvation will be saved by faith; they contend that this salvation cannot 

be lost, for example, Friendship Baptist Church of USA, Fundamentalist Baptist Church 

(USA), and Southern Baptist Convention (USA).
12
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As discussed above, there is no complete doctrinal uniformity on salvation/justification 

which can be observed further in the following table:
13

 

 

Tradition 

Process 

or 

Event 

Type 

of 

Action 

 

Permanence 

Justification 

& 

Sanctification 

Roman Catholic Process Synergism 

Can be lost 

via mortal 

sin 

Part of the 

same process 

Anglican/Episcopal Process Synergism 

Can be lost 

via mortal 

sin 

Part of the 

same process  

Methodist Event Synergism 

Can be lost 

via loss of 

faith 

Dependent 

upon 

continued 

sanctification 

Lutheran Event Monergism 

Can be lost 

via loss of 

faith 

Distinct from 

and prior to 

sanctification 

Reformed/Calvinist Event Monergism 
Cannot be 

lost 

Both are a 

result of union 

with Christ 

 

Baptist 

 

Event 

 

Synergism/monergism 

Can be lost/ 

cannot be 

lost 

Distinct from 

but related  to 

sanctification 

3. Salvation cannot be Lost 

Denominations or persons supporting the view that ‗once saved always saved‘ often 

argue by quoting biblical passages that appear to support their understanding. We shall 

briefly see some of them.
14

 

3.1. Rom 8:30: "And those whom he predestined he also called; and those he called he 

also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified."
15

 This is one of the most 

quoted verses, and it is often argued that this particular verse tells us that from the 
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moment God chooses us, it is as if we are glorified in His presence in heaven. There is 

nothing that can prevent a believer from being glorified one day in heaven. Once a 

person is justified, his/her salvation is guaranteed – one is as secure as if one is already 

glorified in heaven. 

3.2 Rom 8:33-34: "Who will bring any charge against God‘s elect? It is God who 

justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.‖  It is usually seen in this verses 

Paul asking and answering two crucial questions: ‗Who will bring a charge against God's 

elect?‘ No one will, because Christ is the advocate. ‗Who will condemn us?‘ No one 

will, because Christ, the One who died for us, is the one who condemns. Thus it is often 

understood that salvation is secured since believers have Jesus as both the advocate and 

judge sitting at the right hand of God. 

3.3. Jn 3:3: ―Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 

born from above.‖ Titus 3:5: ―[H]e saved us, not because of any works of righteousness 

that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal 

by the Holy Spirit.‖ Based on these two verses, it is usually argued that believers are 

born again (regenerated) when they believe. For Christians to lose their salvation, they 

would have to be un-regenerated. The Bible gives no evidence that the new birth can be 

taken away. 

3.4.Jn 3:15 (cf. 3:16b): ―[T]hat whoever believes in him may have eternal life.‖ Jn 5:24: 

―Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.‖ 

Persons upholding the belief ‗once saved is for eternity‘ point out that whoever believes 

in Jesus Christ has life eternally. If one believes in Christ today and has eternal life, but 

loses it tomorrow, then it was never "eternal" at all. Hence, it is often argued, if salvation 

can be lost then the promise of eternal life in the Bible would be in error.  

3.5. Jn 6:37-39: ―Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who 

comes to me I will never drive away ... that I should lose nothing of all that he has given 

me, but raise it up on the last day.‖ From these verses, it is generally inferred that all 

those chosen unto salvation, all those who affirm that salvation by coming to Jesus 

Christ, will be raised up on the last day. It is believed to suggest that there is no loss: 

nobody falls away or loses.  

3.6. Rom 8:38-39: ―For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.‖ This particular verse is regarded as best self-scriptural explanation of ‗once saved 

always saved.‘ Based on this text, it is claimed that the same God who saved believers is 

the same God who will keep them too, which means once saved is always saved (cf. Jn 

10:28-30;Eph 4:30; Jude 24). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.38-39
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Ephesians%204%3A30&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Jude%201%3A24&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
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Based on the above mentioned biblical texts and other numerous passages, it is believed 

that a Christian cannot lose salvation as it is a gift of God which is ―irrevocable‖ (Rom 

11:29): a Christian, a new creation in Christ, cannot be un-newly created (2 Cor 5:17); 

the redeemed cannot be un-ransomed (1 Pet 1:18–19); what God had declared righteous 

previously cannot be ―un-declared‖ (Rom 5:1); the promise of eternal life cannot be 

temporary (Jn 3:16). God cannot renege on His word as He cannot lie (Titus 1:2). It is 

strongly and enthusiastically claimed that salvation is ―most definitely eternally 

secure!‖
16

 

The most frequent objection to the doctrine of eternal security is that it apparently 

licenses the believer to sin. In relation to this objection, the two questions often asked 

are: 1) What about Christians who live in a sinful, unrepentant lifestyle? 2) What about 

Christians who reject the faith and deny Christ? Answering these and related questions, it 

is usually argued that a Christian is a person who has fully trusted in Jesus Christ as the 

only Saviour and therefore possesses the Holy Spirit (Jn 3:16; Acts 16:31; Eph 2:8–9), 

thus there is no room for a believer for self indulgence. A person who has truly been 

redeemed by Jesus Christ will not live a life characterized by continuous, wilful sin. But 

if a person continues to live an unrepentant lifestyle, or rejects and denies Christ, then 

that person has not received salvation from the very beginning, and in fact s/he is not a 

Christian.
17

 Hence it categorically denies the accusation that eternal security is a license 

to sin. ―How could anyone, knowing the price Jesus Christ paid for us, go on to live a life 

of sin (Rom 6:15-23)?‖
18

 Such a person, according to them, is demonstrating not that 

eternal security has given him a license to sin, but rather that s/he has not truly 

experienced salvation through Jesus Christ, as 1 Jn 3:6 testifies, "No one who abides in 

him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him.‖ It can be observed that 

those who adhere to this view of salvation rely on the doctrine of predestination.  

4. Salvation can be Lost 

Refuting to the view that salvation cannot be lost, there are other groups of Christians 

who stress the opposite understanding, that is, salvation can be lost. Some of the biblical 

texts for their arguments are:
19

 

4.1. Jn 15:6:  "Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 

such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.‖ Rom 11:19-22: ―You will 

say, ‗Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.‘ That is true. They were 

broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand only through faith. So do not become 

proud, but stand in awe. For if God did not spare the natural branches, perhaps he will 

                                                           
16

https://www.gotquestions.org/once-saved-always-saved.html (20/3/2017). 
17

 For example, it is commonly held that Judas Iscariot, though he was called, was not saved from the 

beginning, for having been called and having been saved are two different things.   
18

https://www.gotquestions.org/license-sin.html (20/3/17). 
19

Graham Pockett, ―‘Once Saved Always Saved‘ a dangerous 

delusion?‖http://www.anointedlinks.com/once_saved.html (20/3/2017);http://www.bible.ca/cal-P-

refutation.htm(20/3/17); Jeff Paton, ―The Eight Pillars of Eternal Security orThe Toppling of an 

Idol,‖http://eternalsecurity.us/eight_pillars_of_eternal_securit.htm (20/3/2017). 
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http://www.bible.ca/cal-P-refutation.htm(20/3/17)
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not spare you. Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who 

have fallen, but God‘s kindness toward you, provided you continue in his kindness; 

otherwise you also will be cut off.‖ These two passages convey that those who do not 

continue to abide in Jesus, they will be cut off as a branch. Thus it is usually claimed that 

the belief of once saved always saved is not tenable.  

4.2. Heb 6:4-6: ―For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once 

been enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 

and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and 

then have fallen away, since on their own they are crucifying again the Son of God and 

are holding him up to contempt.‖  Heb 10:26-27: ―For if we wilfully persist in sin after 

having received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 

but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.‖ 

It is often argued that these two passages undercut most of the claims of those who hold 

the view that salvation is for eternity. A person might have earlier experienced 

repentance, tasted the gift of salvation, the goodness of God‘s reign, and shared in the 

Holy Spirit, but if such a person falls away, then only doom awaits such a person.  

4.3.Acts 20:29-30: ―I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among 

you, not sparing the flock. Some even from your own group will come distorting the 

truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them.‖ 1 Tim 4:1: ―Now the Spirit 

expressly says that in later times some will renounce the faith by paying attention to 

deceitful spirits and teachings of demons.‖ 1 Tim 6:20-21: ―Timothy .... [a]void the 

profane chatter and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge; by professing it 

some have missed the mark as regards the faith‖ (cf. 2 Tim 2:16-18). Paul foreknew and 

thus warned his fellow workers and believers that they be careful lest they fall away from 

the faith, as some had already turned away from the truth (cf. 2 Pet 2:20-22; Rev 2:4-5; 

3:16-17). Hence the question is, as people who adhere to the belief that salvation can be 

lost often ask, where is the guarantee that Christians cannot fall away? Thus it is usually 

claimed that once saved always saved is biblically unsound.   

4.4. Mt 13:18-23 (//Mk 4: 13-20; Lk 8:11-15): ―Hear then the parable of the sower. 

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears 

the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 

sixty, and in another thirty.‖ This passage is one of the most quoted passages to refute 

the belief that salvation is eternal. Here the question often being posed is if a person 

cannot lose her/his salvation then why would Jesus say, ―when trouble or persecution 

arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away‖? (v 21). 
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4.5. Jn 3:16 (cf. 3:15): ―For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.‖ Once saved 

always saved group emphasizes on the word ―eternal‖ of this verse, but the opposite 

group stresses the word ―believes‖ (cf. 3:15). In Greek, it means ―the one believing‖ (o` 

pisteu,wn[present participle]), thus it is regularly argued that unless we keep on 

believing there is no eternal life. We are saved by Grace as long as we keep on believing 

in him. 

4.6.Jn 6:39: ―And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all 

that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.‖ As we have seen earlier, this verse 

is used to support the argument that salvation cannot be lost, however, this same verse is 

also employed to counter that very argument. Persons who advance the belief that 

salvation can be lost accuse those who are in the opposite camp, arguing that they 

misunderstood God's will with God's decree. According to 2 Pet 3:9, it is also God's will 

that none should perish, and that all would come to repentance. Similarly, it is the 

Father's will (desire) that Jesus ―should lose nothing" (Jn 6:39). It is argued that this 

phrase ―should lose nothing‖ must be understood as an ideal, and not as a proof of the 

inability of falling away. For in John 17:12 Jesus said, "When I was with them, I was 

keeping them in your name that you have given me. I guarded [them], and not one of 

them was lost except the son of destruction."
20

 It is, therefore, claimed that this particular 

verse serves as a direct proof that in spite of the desire of God that none shall be lost, at 

least one of the chosen twelve was lost. Consequently, persons who believe salvation can 

be lost opine that the will of God never violates the free will he has given us to exercise. 

So far it has been discussed, without any inclination to a particular viewpoint, some of 

the major arguments based on biblical texts of the two camps – one camp advancing the 

belief that salvation cannot be lost, and the other refuting such a belief, claiming that 

salvation can be lost. One can probably go on citing biblical passages that support either 

of the two views, but time and space do not allow us at the moment. It has been observed 

that most of the biblical passages are employed as proof texting by both the parties – a 

lay way of reading Scriptures – to prove their respective views, which is actually 

unhealthy in theological reasoning and articulation. Before making any judgment or 

conclusion, we shall now study one crucial text which is usually quoted by both groups 

to support their own respective views.   

5. Exegetical Study on 1 Cor 5:1-5 

5.1. The Text 

―It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you ... for a man is living 

with his father‘s wife. And you are arrogant! Should you not rather have mourned, so 

that he who has done this would have been removed from among you?....[Y]ou are to 

hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord [emphasis added]. 

                                                           
20

This is my own translation as NRSV renders ―the son destined to be lost‖ which is not in the Greek text.  
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 5.2. The Context 

Paul in his second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-18:23, ca. CE 49-51) established a 

church at Corinth, few years later, during his third missionary journey (Acts 19:1-21:36, 

ca. CE 53-57) when he was in prison in Ephesus, he heard several issues of the 

Corinthian church. One of the issues was about sexual immorality. Thus the immediate 

context is sexual immorality and the necessity of disciplining.  

5.3. Exegetical Notes  

V. 2. Arrogant! In Greek it is pefusiwmen,oi21(Pefusiomenoi) meaning ―having 

been inflated‖ or ― having been puffed up.‖ I would like to make one observation here: 

Zeme Bible (2
nd

ed.) [hereafterZB] has ―helialulai?‖ The vocabulary employed is 

acceptable though hegie is preferable to helia; however, the problem is with the 

punctuation, the question mark. It is rather wrongly placed.
22

 Paul is not questioning why 

Corinthians are ‗arrogant;‘ Paul states clearly that they are arrogant in matter of sexual 

immorality. In this verse, Paul is suggesting by way of asking the Corinthians that they 

should have rather ‗mourned‘ instead of being arrogant.  It is important to note that there 

are three main ways of asking questions in Greek: i) questions expecting the answer 

‗yes‘ by using ouv, ouvci,ii) questions expecting the answer ‗no‘ by 

usingmh,,mh,ti, iii) ordinary questions. Paul here employsouvci(ouchi) expecting 

his readers to agree with him that they should have rather mourned for the person 

practicing sexual immorality than being ‗arrogant‘ along with that person.  

The verb ‗mourn‘ employed in the Greek Bible is evpenqh,sate23(epenthēsate), 

basically it means to mourn as for the dead or deceased. It is also important to note 

(i`na+ subjunctive = purpose clause) that the purpose of Paul expecting the Corinthians 

to mourn is to remove or excommunicate the person from the congregation. Paul thus 

sees a sexually immoral person as a spiritually dead person, perhaps as one who has lost 

his/her salvation.  

V. 5. [Y]ou are to hand this man over to Satan.
24

 This verse is one of the most commonly 

misunderstood verses among the lay because of the presence of the word ―Satan.‖ In 

what way should we then interpret the command to ―hand this man over to Satan‖? Just 

as Hebrews have the concept of two groups of people, that is, people of God, and non-

people of God or people belonging to Satan, there are two kingdoms – the kingdom of 

God, and the kingdom of Satan (cfJn 12:31; 16:11; Acts 26:18; Col 1:13). It is 

commonly held that this world belongs to Satanic realm, whereas believers in Christ are 

                                                           
21

Nom.pl.masc.part.perf.pass.fusio,w. 
22

 It is observed that in ZB, the word ―cu” (now) is found in the first verse of this chapter, which is actually 

not found in Greek text. In Pauline the word now has eschatological sense. In Pauline there are three main 

periods: 1) Adam to Moses, a period without the Law, 2) Moses to Jesus, a period with the Law, 3) Jesus 

and the church, the eschatological age where the Law is perfected. This third period is now in Paul. Thus 

the word cu is improperly inserted in ZB. 
23

 2 pl. aor. 1, ind.penqe,w. 
24

Similar expression is found in only in 1 Tim 1:20. 
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considered to be the people of God, thus in the realm of God. Those who are cast out 

from that realm are to be in the realm of Satan. Thus to dissociate or excommunicate 

such a person from Christian community, the realm of God, is equivalent to giving away 

to Satan. Therefore, the command to ―hand this man over to Satan,‖ most likely, means 

to turn the man back to Satan‘s sphere by way of expulsion from the Christian 

community, probably from the gatherings of the assembly for worship, including  the 

meals and supper in honor of the Lord. 

[F]or destruction of the flesh(sarx=pumtei). First, a grammatical note: the preposition 

eivj(―for‖) sometimes expresses purpose, but it may also express anticipated result, 

which seems far likely here. What the grammar suggests, then, is that ―the destruction of 

his flesh‖ is the anticipated result of the man‘s being put back out into Satan‘s domain, 

while the express purpose of the action is his redemption.  

What does ―flesh‖ mean in this phrase? In Greeksarx(sarx) may mean human physical 

body (Jn 1:1ff), human body as opposed to spirit (Jn 3:6); human nature, frame (Jn 1:13, 

14); flesh as the seat of passion and frailty (Rom 8:1ff). Most scholars agree 

thatsarxhere refers to the physical/immoral desire rather than the physical body. Thus 

the ―destruction of the flesh‖ (ZB= pumteibeteingkap) refers to the destruction of lusts, 

not the person.  

[S]o that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. The main purpose (note 

againi`na+ subjunctive = so that) of the man‘s expulsion from the community is to 

save his spirit.  People who uphold ―destruction of the flesh‖ as referring to the 

destruction of the physical body argue that the excommunicated member will be saved 

despite his unrepentant lifestyle; they understood the body as doomed to destruction but 

the spirit as destined for salvation. However, such a view stands in contradiction to 

Paul‘s express doctrine of the resurrection of the body (cf. 1 Cor15:12-58; 1 Thess 4:13-

18). 

5.4. Explanation 

In Corinth the man who had his father‘s wife along with some believers took pride in 

matter of sexual immorality to which Paul responded sharply. Paul rhetorically 

questioned that the Corinthian church, instead of being ‗arrogant‘ along with the sexually 

immoral person, should rather have mourned for him as if he were dead. Paul‘s rhetorical 

goal was to remove the person from the believing community, so that on the hand the 

church is protected from such evil influence and on the other hand the man is disciplined 

and corrected. What Paul desired by having the man put outside the believing 

community was the destruction of what was ―carnal‖ in him, so that he might be ―saved‖ 

at the parousia. The intent of removal, therefore, is the man‘s salvation. Paul‘s advice of 

excommunication is designed to promote authentic orientation towards God. To interpret 

the clauses for the destruction of the flesh,so that his spirit may be saved as referring to 

the destruction of the man‘s physical body and to the salvation of his soul is to 

misconstrue Paul, for such an idea is quite foreign to both Paul and the rest of the New 
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Testament.
25

 Paul never meant that an unrepentant member though his physical body 

perished his spirit would be saved on the day of the Lord.
26

 Having said that, it is true 

that Paul did not talk about restoration of the man to the church, the reason could be 

because of his understanding of ―the day of the Lord.‖ When Paul wrote 1 Corinthians he 

believed Jesus would return very soon. He expected Jesus would return in no time, 

though his view became different towards the end of his life. Paul probably thought that 

since Christ would appear any time soon, perhaps even before the restoration of the man. 

So Paul wished that the man repent and be saved on the day of the Lord. 

Conclusion 

As evident from the discussion made above, salvation in a narrower sense is seen either 

as a process or an event, and believed to be effected either synergistically or 

monergistically. However, the key issue at stake is whether salvation can be or cannot be 

lost. Many church traditions, including protestant churches, hold the view that salvation 

can be lost via mortal sins or loss of faith. However, among protestant churches who 

follow or have been influenced by Calvinistic teachings maintain the view that salvation 

is once and for eternity. Thus we see that among the Baptist churches, especially in USA, 

the Southern Baptist Convention, Friendship Baptist Church, Fundamentalist Baptist 

Church, to cite a few, are in line with Reformed churches as far as their soteriological 

understanding is concerned. It is important to note that the often quoted biblical texts by 

the Calvinists and their circles, in advancing the permanency of salvation, are interpreted 

in the light of their doctrine of (double) predestination.
27

 This idea of predestination 

appears to colour their interpretation of scriptures.
28

1 Cor 5:1-5 is thus being viewed as 

supporting their ideas of predestination and permanency of salvation. However, such 

arguments are not perfectly in tune with Pauline soteriology and eschatology. Salvation 

in the sense of justification is exclusively Pauline, and when he wrote to Jewish readers, 

of course, he talked about the permanency of the influence of God‘s power over the 

believing person (e.g., Rom 8:30, 33-34, 38-39), but that is not tantamount to saying that 

salvation is for eternity. Paul‘s standpoint is clear in our observation of 1 Cor 5:1-5 that 

anyone committing mortal sin must be removed from the eschatological community, 

                                                           
25

Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, The New International Commentary of the New 

Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1987), 208-214. 
26

 In the immediate following section, 1 Cor 5:6-8, Paul brought in the picture of Passover feast (Ex 

12:15ff; 13:7) to make his point clearer.  Paul takes the first Passover image and applied it to the Christians 

in Corinth. To Paul the paschal lamb (Jesus) was already sacrificed, the festival has begun;believers in 

Christ are to ―celebrate the festival, not with [leavened bread made with] the old yeast, the yeast of malice 

and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.‖  
27

 There lies difficulty in relating predestination to evangelism since it is claimed that Jesus died only for 

the elect and not for all humanity, and thereby overriding human free will: If people are chosen by God, 

then why should we bother striving to reach them with the gospel?  Hasn‘t their eternal destiny already 

been decided anyway? Why bother persuading people when their destiny‘s already in place? Therefore, 

many church traditions, who hold the view that Jesus died for all humanity, would reject the doctrine of 

predestination. 
28

Calvinists‘ claim of ‗once saved always saved‘ reflects the Jewish concept of election as reflected in the 

OT and also NT. Generally the Jews claimed that all Jews, regardless of their religious and moral 

standings, would be saved for they were the people of God; to such an idea Jesus countered several times 

during his earthly ministry.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.38-39
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which may result in the destruction of what is carnal in the person, so that the person 

may be oriented again towards God and be saved. 


