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 How shall we look at ourselves in respect to our relationship with the Lord 

and in our relationship with other people in our life. 

1. “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. Brethren, let each one remain 

with God in that calling in which he was called.” (1 Corinthians 7: 23) 

2. “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win 

the more…” (1 Corinthians 9: 19) 

3. “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the 

Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the 

Lord’s.” (Romans 14: 7) 

In these three very powerful verses, God is giving all of us full and complete revelation on 

how we should be viewing this life in respect to our personal relationship with Him and with 

other people in our life. 

These three verses really hit the nail right on the head. They specifically tell us that we are 

“not to become slaves of men” and that we are “free from all men” – but at the same time we are 

to be servant to all so that we might win the more of them to God and Jesus. 

These verses also tell us that we are to remain with God and His calling on our lives. The last 

verse makes an extremely profound statement when it says that we “are the Lord’s” and as such, 

we are to “live to the Lord” and that we are “to die to the Lord.” 

The bottom line is we belong to the Lord, and we work and live for Him, and in Him alone is 

this life – and no one else! 

When you put these verses together, one right next to the other as you would put two pieces 

of a jigsaw puzzle, the revelation comes through loud and clear from God on exactly how we 

should be looking at our relationship with Him and the other people in our life. 

1. Slave to none – Servant to all. 



 “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. Brethren, let each one remain 

with God in that calling in which he was called.” (1 Corinthians 7: 23) 

 “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win 

the more…” (1 Corinthians 9: 19) 

 “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the 

Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 

(Romans 14: 7) 

2. Be subject to Rulers and Authorities. 

 “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good 

work, to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.” (Titus 3: 

1) 

 “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as 

those who must give account.” (Hebrews 13: 17) 

 “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to 

the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of 

evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good 

you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men – as free, yet not using your liberty as a 

cloak for vice, but as servants of God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 

the king.” (1 Peter 2: 13) 

 “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the 

authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.” 

(Romans 13: 1) 

3. Masters – Treat Your Servants Just and Fair. 

“Masters, give your servants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven.” (Colossians 4: 1) 

“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do 

so.” (Proverbs 3: 27) 

4. Submission in Your Marriage. 

 Ephesians 5: 22, “Wives, submit to your husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is 

head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 



Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 

everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for 

it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that He might 

present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it 

should be holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own 

bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.” (Ephesians 5: 22) 

 The point of reference is not ourselves but the history of our redemption. The central 

point is the cross, the encounter between God and humankind, where we are called to meet God 

and to meet each other. In the cross a new reality has been shaped which both transforms our 

deepest motivations and redeems our style of relationships. Christian diakonia is the awareness 

of God’s ministry in the service of reconciliation to humankind. It is the conviction that we are 

the undeserving recipients of God’s service of grace and the grateful recognition of total 

surrender of God in Jesus Christ for us, for our liberation. It is modeled after the only valid style 

of diakonia – the cross of Jesus Christ which should be applied to all our attempts to serve our 

fellow human beings as we put resources and needs together in order to be more efficient in that 

service. The unpretentious, non-powerful, self-surrendering sign of the cross is the model to 

which we are called. 

 By the grace of God, here in AICS, I could experience diakonos for about three years 

now: 

(a) Duties: During our first year, we had to ring the bell in the morning, sweep and mop the floor, 

clean toilets, serve in the kitchen, and become stewards in the chapel. And in second year, same 

duties and more responsibilities. Again in third year the duties become lesser, but as for me 

personally being a musician, some of us had to become musicians almost throughout the whole 

semester. The reason why I am saying is that, they are the reflections from the above Bible 

verses mentioned in four points. 

(b) Practical ministry: During our first year, we had to go to social centers, or de-addiction 

centers. There we had to serve others, such as addicts, mentally disordered and orphans at our 

own expense, so that they can have Christ in their lives. In second year we had to go to mission 

fields, where we have to serve as evangelist teachers, preachers, home visit, etc. in order that 

Christ’s reign will be extended. And in third year we had to visit urban places and have religious 

studies on people of other faith. All these practical ministries are also a part of our integrated 

training for becoming diakonos. 

In life, we have ups and downs, wins and failures, happiness and sorrows. Even our Lord 

Jesus Christ had experienced more than us, and showed an example for us to follow. It is true 

that we cannot be exactly like Him in many ways. But, we will be rewarded according to our 

response, whether we are faithful servant or not. Therefore, let us try to live our lives in such a 



way that our Master can say to us, “Well done my good and faithful servant,” as we see in the 

parable. In reality, it is quite difficult to become servant for others especially those who are lower 

than us in terms of riches and positions. But, we need to give it a try! Furthermore, it is our 

calling, Why? Because, even Jesus Christ came not to be served, but to serve. Apostle Paul was 

also convinced by this, and even compelled to do his ministry because of the love of Christ. The 

real life today may not be easy to serve others, especially for free of cost in monetary terms. 

Some people may not acknowledge our service. Some may even look down upon us. Diakonos is 

not an easy task. But, we can do it with the help of God for His glory. Amen. 

 


