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  THE ROLE OF SIPHRAH AND PUAH 

       (A mission perspective) 

           V. Lalnunmawia, DMs 

 

Introduction: 

Who are Sipharh and Puah? Sipharh and Puah are the Hebrew midwives during 

the time when then Israelite were under the bondage of the Egyptians. As the Israelites 

(Hebrews) are becoming numerous  and more  powerful than the Egyptians, the then 

king, Pharaoh ordered the midwives as 

When you act as midwives to the Hebrews women, and see them on the birth stool, if it 

is a boy, kill him; if it is a girl she shall live. But the Midwives feared God; they did not do as the 

king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live (Exodus 1: 15-17).  

The Baptist Church of Mizoram had started its Missionary work among the 

Chakmas since 1939 to evangelize them. It seems like a slow growing and many people 

said it is not fruitful and have the idea of withdrawing the missionaries from the Chakma 

people. Frankly speaking the former missionaries were truly good in their commitments, 

but they were untrained, unskilled, as compared to missionaries in the other parts of the 

world. They did not receive a single day of training regarding strategy, contextualization, 

and many other effective techniques to encounter the Chakma ethnic religion. They 

neither have any knowledge about Buddhism or animism. They simply and plainly talked 

about Jesus imitating the way they had adapted from the English Missionaries to Mizo 

people neglecting the uniqueness of the Chakmas to the Mizos. They just depended on 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, God blessed their tireless works. They gathered a lot of 

lost souls to the feet of Jesus. After decades the BCM gradually turns in the right 

direction and employs more and more men with better qualifications and more 

systematic ways for evangelization. Now the Christian percentage becomes 8.89 among 

the Chakmas. It is the Lord who works in us, may his name be praised. 

As the Christian growth rate becomes very slow, many people take a balance to 

weigh out if the expenditure and the Christian convert match. But I feel, they would 

never weigh out for it is only to be measured through spiritual criteria. They lost their 

hope and became despaired because the result does not meet their expectation. On the 

other hand the Chakmas are more and more inclusive towards their perspective in socio-

economic and political senses. Occupying deeper and deeper inside Mizoram, holding 

different official posts. The ethnic radicals among Mizos could not tolerate them; the 

political parties made slogans made slogans to earn votes that they would demolish the 

District Council if they win the election. Yes, from political and communal perspective 
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they are not of ours, but we are saved by the same Jesus, and Jesus prepared a place for 

us and for the Chakmas. 

Under the influence of such political and social issues, the clergy men, church 

elders and many a church members  who claimed to be born again talked against the 

Missional works among the Chakma. Some radicals said it is no need to save the souls of 

the Chakmas as if Christ did not die for them.  Many people say, wearing their turn-

coats, we have been working for more than four decades; it is no use, that they are not 

transformable even by God, so that it is a time to shun, Let us withdraw all the 

missionaries. This is the question I want to raise who is to decide about this? Don’t we 

fear God? God wants them to know the truth and be saved. Some critics are like that of 

Aesop’s fable a dog in a manger: As the dog could not eat the straw, he forbids the cows 

to eat, so are the critics they don’t want to work to in the Lord’s vineyard still they 

criticise the works. See for ourselves if only we fear God as Siprah and Puah did we 

would never talk as we do. When the Israelites had to cross over the Jordan, some tribes 

namely Reubenites, Gadites and a half tribe of Manasheh, searching for their own good, 

preferred not to cross the Jordan but asked to stay beyond the Jordan instead. Moses 

rebuked them harshly saying, “Shall your brothers go to war while you sit here? Why 

should you discourage the hearts of Israel from going over into the land that the Lord has 

given them?” Just like these three tribes, some people who claimed to be Christians also 

discourage the hearts of Missionaries by saying words of all above. 

As Siprah and Puah, the fear of God compelled them to do the right thing and 

spared the children of Israel. We should go on and on to make disciples of Jesus for we 

fear God who commanded us to so. Let those who fear not God stand back and criticise 

but we know God is commanding us to work today and tomorrow. As Siphrah and Puah 

had spared the children of Israelites so do we for we fear God. Those who fear God will 

join us more and more to have golden harvest. We play an important role to save the 

heathens  and to nurture the young churches the way they would grow as three-self 

churches (self governing, self-supporting and self propagating). We will develop them 

socially, intellectually and spiritually, employing holistic Mission.  

To conclude, I would like to add these few more lines, it is pleasant to know, 

today there are many young dedicated Christians in Mizoram. The need and requirement 

of Missionaries is still going on but many think it is more comfortable to serve as pastors 

looking after the grown and matured churches. They let God to call themselves in the 

way they desired most. They try to make disciples from Christian families but not from 

the heathens.  God’s command is still the same to reach the unreached people not the 

enlightened. Let us check ourselves do we fear God as Siphrah and Puah did? See Jonah, 

he preached only a one day travel in Nineveh but by the command of God, the people of 

Nineveh were saved. 


